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// FIRST BASE
TIMELINE AND HISTORY
Clearview Church was founded in June 2007, by Senior Pastor Rob Huffman and his wife, Kimberly. Other founding members were: Carl and Colleen Porter, Chad and Amber Keeney, William and Ali Gilbert.

The church began meeting bi-monthly in September 2007 with 52 people at the first meeting.

The church officially opened on April 6, 2008 at Greenbrier Intermediate School, Chesapeake, VA 

Clearview Church was brought into (organized) the Church of God, Cleveland, TN, on December 7, 2008.

OUR VISION
What is our vision?

Our vision is to REACH communities and INTRODUCE people to Jesus Christ 
OUR MISSION
What is our Mission?
Our mission is to SHARE the love of God, DEVELOP disciples, EMPOWER people for ministry, and CELEBRATE Jesus together.

The Great Commandment:  “Jesus said, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart...soul...and mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.  All the Law and Prophets hang on these two commandments.’”  Matt. 22:36-40

The Great Commission:  “Jesus said, ‘Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.’”  Matt. 28:19-20


The Great Charisma:  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses … to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:8
WHAT I SEE AT CLEARVIEW

· A church that is reaching un-churched people and winning them to Jesus Christ and faithful church membership

· A church that promotes an informal atmosphere

· A church that disciples people and brings them to maturity in Christ

· A church that sees a tremendous harvest reaped and ministering the thousands

· A church alive with the empowering presence of God’s Spirit

· A church that has a network of small-groups that are led by trained leaders

· A church that is simple and honest with people

· A church dedicated to excellence in every area of ministry

· A church where worship is top priority and where Jesus Christ is celebrated

· A church embracing both traditional and contemporary expressions of musical and 
artistic worship

· A church with a servant’s heart

· A church that is growth-conscience and gift-based

· A church that is willing to change to meet its contemporary audience but remains             unchanged in its doctrinal and biblical convictions

· A church that ministers to men by promoting fidelity, fatherhood, and fraternity and that affirms women in their calling to ministry, motherhood, and marriage
· A church that promotes the health and happiness of the traditional family and ministers to the needs of broken hearts and broken homes

· A church that is missions-minded; one that starts new churches and sends out both long-term and short-term missionaries

· A church with a social conscience that helps re-establish the moral foundations within a community and ministers through compassion-oriented ministries

· A church that is communicating Biblical truth with application as it’s focus
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OUR STRUCTURE
Senior Pastor: responsible for the church, responsible to hear from God, and responsible to feed and love His people faithfully

Assistant / Associate Pastors: hired by the Senior Pastor to administrate, facilitate, preach, and lead in the direction and vision of the church 

Church Council: consists of the Senior Pastor, Assistant Pastors, and elected Council Members. Serve as the “Eldership Board’ and oversee the spiritual health and direction of the church. They also assist the Pastor in church structure and oversight 

Finance Team: helps the Pastor care for the material needs of the church. The Finance Team is consisted of the Pastor, Assistant Pastor, Administrative Assistant, and appointed team members

Staff: work directly with the Senior Pastor and Assistant Pastor and Associate Pastor in leading the ministries of the church
OUR STAFF
· Lead Pastor – Rob Huffman (Kimberly)


· Assistant Pastor – Administration - Carl Porter (Colleen)


· Associate Pastor – Evangelism and Home Teams – Alex Zabel (Jennifer)


· Worship Arts Pastor – Rob Kay (Lori)


· Youth Pastor – Randy Gray (Michelle)


· KidzTown Director – Amber Keeney (Chad)


· Lead Pastor’s Assistant – Ali Gilbert (William)


· Multi-Media Director – William Gilbert (Ali)

· Bookkeeper - Susan Dodge (Glen)

Church Council: Pastor Rob Huffman, Assistant Pastor Carl Porter, Glen Dodge, Brad Combs, and Ted Thorbjornsen
OUR DENOMINATIONAL AFFILIATION

Church of God, Cleveland, TN (www.churchofgod.org)
Facts about the Church of God:

· Headquartered in Cleveland, Tennessee

· Began in 1886 as Christian Union with strong ties to the Holiness Movement

· Recently celebrated winning its second million members overseas, took 80 years to reach the first million, 5 years to reach the second million, projected 3 years to reach the third million

· Member of:


National Association of Evangelicals


Pentecostal Fellowship of North America


American Bible Society

· Structurally modeled similar to Methodist Church with centralized form of government

· Represented in 136 countries around the world with over 30,000 churches and preaching stations

· Is the oldest Pentecostal Denomination in North America—1896

· Has over 70 Bible Schools and Colleges, 3 Homes for Orphans, Boy’s Home, Home for Unwed Mothers

· April 1993, Time Magazine named the Church of God, Cleveland, TN, as the fastest growing denomination in North America with a 183% growth rate, 1965—1989

General Oversight Board 

General Overseer – Raymond Culpepper

First Assistant General Overseer – Tim Hill

Second Assistant General Overseer – Mark Williams

Third Assistant General Overseer – David Griffis

Secretary General – Wallace Sibley

OUR STATE OFFICES
· Headquartered in Roanoke, VA (www.vacog.org)

· Works in conjunction with the Church of God National Headquarters

· Oversees all state churches, ministers, and ministries

State Administrative Staff

· Administrative Bishop – Dr. Michael Baker (Sharon)

· Evangelism Director – David Hagee (Janice)

· Youth and Christian Education Director – Pat Wright (Jan)

// SECOND BASE

CLEARVIEW CONCEPTS: (CORE BELIEFS)
About God: 
God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe. He has eternally existed in three personalities: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These three are coequal and are one God.
(Genesis 1:1,26,27, Genesis 3:22; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19; 1 Peter 1:2; 2 Corinthians 13:14)

About Jesus Christ: 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He is coequal with the Father and Holy Spirit. Jesus lived a sinless human life and offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all people by dying on a cross. He arose from the dead after three days to demonstrate His power over sin and death. He ascended to Heaven and will return again someday to earth to reign as King. 
(Matthew 1:22,23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5, John 14:10-30; Hebrews 4:14-15; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4; Romans 1:3-4; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Timothy 6:14-15; Titus 2:13)

About the Holy Spirit: 
The Holy Spirit is coequal with the Father and the Son of God. He is present in the world to make men aware of their need for Jesus Christ. He also lives in every Christian from the moment of salvation. He provides the Christian with power for living, understanding of spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is right. He gives every believer spiritual gifts when they are saved. As Christians we seek to live under His control daily. We believe in the post-salvation experience of Spirit Baptism which is evidenced by speaking in other tongues as the Spirit enables us.  We believe the church should operate in the fullness of the Spirit as the first century church did in the book of Acts.  
(Acts 1:8; Acts 2, Acts 4, Acts 8, Acts 10, Acts 19; 2 Corinthians 3:17; John14:16-17; John 16:7-13; Galatians 5:25; 1 Corinthians 2:12,  1 Corinthians 3:16; Ephesians 1:13, Ephesians 5:18) 

About the Bible: 
The Bible is God's Word to us. It was written by human authors, under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit. It is the supreme source of truth for Christian beliefs about living. Because it is inspired by God, it is truth without error.  
(2 Timothy 1:13, 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21; Psalm 119:105, Psalm 160, 12:6; Proverbs 30:5)
About Human Beings:
People are made in the spiritual image of God, to be like Him in character. People are the supreme object of God's creation. Although every person has tremendous potential for good, all of us are marred by an attitude of disobedience toward God called "sin". Sin separates us from God and causes many problems in our life.  
(Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6a; Romans 3:23; Isaiah 59:1-2)


About Salvation: 
Salvation is God's free gift to us, but we must accept it. We can never make up for our sin by self-improvement or good works. Only by trusting in Jesus Christ as God's offer of forgiveness can anyone be saved from sin's penalty. When we turn from our self-ruled life and turn to Jesus in faith, we are saved. Eternal life begins the moment one receives Jesus Christ into his life by faith.  (Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-9; John1:2; John 14:6, Titus 3:5; Galatians 3:26; Romans 5:1; Romans 10:9-10)

About Eternity: 
People were created to exist forever. We will either exist eternally separated from God by sin or eternally with God through forgiveness and salvation. To be eternally separated from God is eternity in hell. To be eternally in union with Him is eternal life in Heaven. Heaven and hell are real places of eternal existence.  
(John 3:16, John 14:17; Romans 6:23, Romans 8:17-18; Revelation 20:15; 1 Corinthians 2:7-9)

What We Believe About Money
1.  Money is a character indicator


“Whoever can be trusted with very little, can also be trusted with much, and whoever, is dishonest with very little, will also be dishonest with much.”  Luke 16:10 (NIV)

2.  Money points to a Biblical truth

“No servant can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and money.”  Luke. 16:13 (NIV)

3. Money reveals a person’s affection 


“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Matt. 6:21 (NIV)
4. Money is neither bad nor good

“For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.”  1 Tim. 6:10 (NIV)

5. Poverty is not necessarily a virtue

“...I may become poor (and yet) dishonor the name of my God.”  Prov. 30:9b (NIV)
6. Spirituality cannot be determined by prosperity

“… one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.”  
Lk. 12:15 (NKJ)

7. Hard work for financial gain is to be expected and not to be discouraged

“Hard work leads to a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty.”  Prov. 14:23
8. Money management is more important than money making

“The plans of the diligent lead to a profit…”  Prov 21:5

What Tithing is, What Tithing Means…


A. To tithe (tenth) is to be obedient
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse.” 
Mal. 3:13 

B. The tithe is the Lord’s
“A tithe of everything… belongs to the Lord… it is holy to the Lord.” Lev. 27:30


C. The tithe symbolizes the Lordship over all material possession
“For ye pay tithe… these ought ye to have done” Mt. 23:23

The tithe is a symbol that all my possessions connect to the Lord
“If God will be with me… of all that He shall give me I will surely give the tenth unto him.” Gen. 28:20-22


D. The tithe is a reminder to my family that God gives all material possessions
“Every good and perfect gift is from above…” James 1:17


The tithe is a way of showing I trust God
What are offerings?

A. Offerings are monies designated to specific purposes above and beyond the tithe

B. Offerings are seeds sown into the harvest field of the Lord

“Remember this:  whoever sows sparingly, will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly, or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  2 Cor. 9:6, 7 (NIV)
// THIRD BASE

FINDING YOUR S.H.A.P.E.

Discovering How God has Shaped Me for Ministry

“Your hands formed and shaped me...” Job 10:8A (GN)

“Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!  It is amazing to think about.  Your 
workmanship is marvelous … You were there while I was being formed … You saw me before I was born and scheduled each day of my life before I began to breathe.”  Psalm 139:14-16 (LB)

1. I was shaped for a purpose.

2. I am unique! 

3. I am wonderfully complex! 

“What right do you have, a human being, to cross-examine God?  The pot has no right to say to the
potter:  Why did you make me this shape?  A potter can do what he likes with the clay!”
 Rom. 9:20-21
“There are different kinds of SPIRITUAL GIFTS but the same Spirit gives them.  There are different WAYS OF SERVING, but the same Lord is served.  There are different ABILITIES to perform service, but the same God gives ability to everyone for their service.  The Spirit’s presence is shown IN SOME WAY in each one, for the good of all.”  1Cor. 12:4-7 (GN)

My S.H.A.P.E. will determine my ministry

S piritual Gift 
“Each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that.”  1 Cor. 7:7b
How to Discover Your Gift
S tudy 

See suggested book list

T rial and error 

Experiment with different areas of service

A nalyze 

R equest responses from others 

Ask others what gifts they see in me.

T ake Training 

Take advantage of Leadership Training.
H eart 
“God has put it into their hearts to accomplish his purpose…” Rev 17:17
“For it is God who works in you, inspiring both the will and the deed, for his own chosen purpose!” Phil 2:13 (NEB)

A bilities 
“There are different abilities to perform service…” 1 Cor. 12:6
“I (God) … have given him skill, ability, and knowledge in all kinds of crafts…”  Exodus 31:3
“.. Our competence comes from God.”  
2 Cor. 3:5b
What natural skills and talents do I have?


P ersonality 
“No one can really know what anyone else is thinking or what he is really like, except that person himself.” 1 Cor. 2:11 (LB)

Where does my personality best suit me to serve?
E xperiences 
What spiritual experiences have I had?

“There has been enough time for you to be teachers—BUT you still need to be taught. (you are)without any experience in the matter of right and wrong.” Heb. 5:12-13
What painful experiences have I had?

“Sometimes it takes a painful experience to make us change our ways.”  Prov. 20:30 (GN)

“God helps us in our troubles, so we are able to help others who have all kinds of troubles, using the same help that we ourselves have received from God.”  
2 Cor. 1:4 (GN)

10 Truths

1. Only believers have spiritual gift - 1 Cor 2:14

2. Every Christian has at least one gift - 1 Cor. 7:7

3. No one receives all the gifts - 1 Cor. 12:27-30

4. No single gift is given to everyone - 1 Cor. 12:29-30

5. You can’t earn or work for a spiritual gift - Eph. 4:7
6. The Holy Spirit decides what gifts I get - 1 Cor 12:11

7. The gifts I’m given are permanent - Rom. 11:29
8. I am to develop the gifts God gives me - 1 Tim. 4:14

9. It’s a sin to waste the gifts God gave me - 1 Cor. 4:1-2;  Matt. 25:14-30

10. Using my gifts glorifies God and grows me - John 15:8

Clearview Church Ministries: (Places to be Involved)

· Home Team Coach
· Youth Ministry
· Children’s Ministry (KidzTown)
· Music Ministry
· Multi-Media
· Guest Service (Greeters and Ushers)
· Clearview Cafe’
· Set-Up and / or Tear Down

FOCUS 5 MINISTRIES

1. Sunday Services (Music, Preaching, Café, Creative Team)

2. Multi-Media (Video, Sunday Services Media, Website, Creative Team)

3. Children

4. Youth

5. Home Teams

// HOME
HOME TEAM DISCIPLESHIP 
(SMALL GROUPS)

Every Home Team is made up of a Home Team Coach, Assistant Coach, and Team Members

In the New Testament Church:

1. Everyone was expected to be a Participator not just a Spectator
Eph.5:19  “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord...”

Col. 3:12 “Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”

I Cor. 14:26  “What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church.”

2. They met in Temples and in Homes
I Cor. 16:19  “The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house.”

Romans 16:5  “Greet also the church that meets at their house. Greet my dear friend Epenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in the province of Asia.”

Col. 4:15 “Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house.”

Acts 5:42 “Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.”

Acts 2:46 “Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts...”

3.  It was based on Relationships - One-another Ministry

Gal.5:13 - Serve one another



Rom. 15:7 - Accept one another




Col.3:13 - Forgive one another


Rom. 16:16 - Greet one another 
 
Rom.12:10 - Be devoted to one another


Rom.12:10 - Honor one another 

Rom. 15:14 - Teach one another


Eph. 5:21 - Submit to one another

Gifts were exercised in a small group setting
I Cor. 14:26-33 “What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church. If anyone speaks in a tongue, two‑‑or at the most three‑‑should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and God. Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said. And if a revelation comes to someone who is sitting down, the first speaker should stop. For you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed and encouraged. The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets. For God is not a God of disorder but of peace...”
5.  Fellowship and Community were experienced in a small group context
Acts 2:42-47 “They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer….All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

What is a Home Team?
A Home Team is a group of Believers that are in relationship with each other and meet together weekly for the purpose of worship

Home Team Semester Schedule
January - March (Winter Semester)

April - Off (Sign-Up Month)

May - July (Summer Semester)

August - Off (Sign-Up Month)

September - November (Winter Semester)

December  - Off (Sign-Up Month)

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A MEMBER AT CLEARVIEW CHURCH

The difference between “attenders” and “members” can be summed up in one word: Commitment 

We recognize the need for a formal membership.  We ask you to commit to membership for four reasons:

A Biblical Reason:  Christ is committed to the church

“ . . . Christ loved the church, and He gave His life for it.”  Eph. 5:25
A Cultural Reason:  It is an antidote to our society

We live in an age where very few want to be committed to anything . .A job . . A marriage . .Our country.  This attitude has even produced a generation of “church shoppers and hoppers.”  Membership swims against the current of America’s “consumer religion.”  It is an unselfish decision.  Commitment always builds character.

A Practical Reason:  It defines who can be counted on

Every team must have a roster.  Every school must have an enrollment.  Every business has a payroll.  Every army has an enlistment.  Even our country takes a census and requires voter registration.  Membership identifies our family.

A Personal Reason:  It produces spiritual growth

The New Testament places a major emphasis on the need for Christians to be accountable to each other for spiritual growth.  You cannot be accountable when you’re not committed to any specific church family.

What is expected of me as a member?
The Clearview Church Membership Covenant

“Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior and being in agreement with Clearview Church’s Doctrinal Commitments and Clearview Concepts, I now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite with Clearview Church and to the other members to do the following:

1. I will protect the unity of my Church


...By acting in love toward other members


...By refusing to gossip


...By following the leaders

“So let us concentrate on the things which make for harmony, and on the growth of our fellowship together.”  Rom. 15:19 (Ph)
“Live in complete harmony with each other—each with the attitude of Christ toward each other.”  Rom. 15:5 (LB)
“Have a sincere love for your fellow believers, love one another earnestly with all your hearts.”  
1 Peter 1:22 (GN)
“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs…”  Eph. 4:29
“Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.  They keep watch over you as men who must give an account.  Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be no advantage to you.”  Heb. 13:17
2. I will share the responsibility of my Church


...By praying for its growth


...By inviting the un-churched to attend


...By warmly welcoming those who visit.

“To the church … we always thank God for you and pray for you constantly.”  1 Thess. 1:2

“Go out into the country … and urge anyone you find to come in, so that My House will be full.” Luke 14:23 (LB)
“So, warmly welcome each other into the church, just as Christ has warmly welcomed you; then God will be glorified.”  Rom. 15:7 (LB)

3. I will serve the ministry of my Church


...By discovering my gifts and talents


...By being equipped to serve by my pastors


...By developing a servant’s heart

“Serve one another with the particular gifts God has given each of you…” 1 Peter 4:10 (Ph)
“God gave ...some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for works of ministry, so that the body of Christ may be built up…” Eph 4:11-12
“Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  Your attitude should be the same as that of Jesus Christ… who took on the very nature of a servant..” Phil. 2:3-4,7
4. I will support the testimony of my Church


...By attending faithfully


...By living a godly life


...By tithing regularly

“Let us not give up the habit of meeting together...but let us encourage one another.”  Heb. 10:25
“But whatever happens, make sure that your everyday life is worthy of the gospel of Christ.”

 Phil. 1:27 (Ph)

“Each one of you, on the first day of each week, should set aside a specific sum of money in proportion to what you have earned and use for the offering.” 1 Cor. 16:2
“A tenth of all you produce is the Lord’s, and it is holy.”  Lev. 27:30
The Clearview Church Covenant

I will protect the unity of my church


…by acting in love toward other members

…by refusing to gossip

…by following the leaders

I will share the responsibility of my church

…by praying for its growth

…by inviting the un-churched to attend

…by warmly welcoming those who visit

I will serve the ministry of my church


…by discovering my gifts and talents

…by being equipped to serve by my Pastors

…by developing a servant’s heart

I will support my church


…by attending faithfully

…by living a godly life

…by tithing regularly

Signature ____________________________  

Date _________________________
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