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Welcome and Purpose
Praise and worship is an important aspect to our services here at Clearview Church that takes committed people like you to assist in making it successful.  We strive within our services to create an environment where our congregation can meet with God and experience growth in their journey of faith.  In the following pages you will find important, procedural information that we adhere to and implement to the best of our abilities on both group and personal levels that best facilitates excellence and efficiency within the Clearview Church Worship Arts Ministry.  Please take a few minutes to read through the material within the Clearview Church Worship Arts Ministry Handbook before finalizing your decision to join our team.  Thank you for your interest in joining the team, and we look forward to working with you!     
Steps to Becoming a Clearview Church Worship Arts Ministry Member
1. Fill out the Worship Arts Ministry application online, or print it out and return it to the Worship Arts Director.

2. Read the Clearview Church Worship Arts Ministry Handbook and agree to follow the guidelines and procedures it outlines for ministry members. 

3. Set up time with the Worship Arts Director for an audition and interview.

The Role of Auditions for Potential Worship Arts Ministry Members

As with any ministry, there are both spiritual and natural components that need to be considered before your approval to join the Worship Arts Ministry can be completed.  To help us better understand you as an individual and singer/musician, a 2-part Audition/Interview process was designed to help assess whether or not the Worship Arts Ministry is a good fit for you.  Above all else, a personal walk with Jesus Christ must be evident in the life of every Worship Arts Ministry member and applicant.  Therefore, interview potion of the application process centers around a discussion of your faith, and what it means to you.  Secondly, vocal/musical ability must also be evident and will be evaluated through the audition portion of the process.  It should be noted that although we strive for musical excellence, we are not looking for only the “best of the best” in this area.  We are looking for individuals who seem to be a “good fit” for the Worship Arts Ministry in both faith and ability.  Applicants who are not asked to join the team should not view the decision as a negative reflection of their spirituality or talent, but rather an indication that we did not determine there to be a “good fit” between the applicant and the Worship Arts Ministry.     

The Audition Process
1. When your application is received, the Worships Arts Director will arrange a time to meet with you.

2. You will be given a CD containing 2 songs (1 fast and 1 slow), and asked to come in to sing or play the songs for a panel of at least 2 Worship Ministry leaders.  The panel will then prayerfully determine if the Worship Arts Ministry is the best place for you to be involved at Clearview Church.
3. If the panel believes that the Worship Arts Ministry might be a good fit for you, you will be asked to participate in rehearsals for 2 consecutive weeks.
4. Upon completion of your participation in 2 rehearsals and 2 Sunday morning setup and tear-downs, you will have 1 final interview with the Worship Arts Director to assess your thoughts and feelings about joining the Worship Arts Ministry after gaining first-hand experience with all of the aspects that would be required of you as a Worship Arts Ministry member.    
5. Lastly, the Worship Arts Director will contact you within a week's time of your final interview to inform you of the final decision.  
Worship Arts Ministry Commitment

1. We ask that each Worship Arts Ministry member commit to serve your Sunday rotation schedule for a minimum of 6 months.
2. Worship Arts Ministry members are expected to attend the Tuesday evening rehearsal before the Sunday service for which they are scheduled.  Vocalists are required to be ready to sing for a vocal-only rehearsal starting at 6PM.  Instrumentalists should be prepared for the full team rehearsal by 7PM.
3. Worship Arts Ministry members are expected to participate in Sunday morning setup and tear-down for the weeks that they are scheduled to play or sing.
4. Worship Arts Ministry members are expected to learn the songs for each week's service at home, and come to the Tuesday evening rehearsals with a working knowledge of the material being covered that week.  

Music Policies

1. The Clearview Church Worship Arts Ministry utilizes an online web site to organize each week's service list, assemble the order of service, post chord charts with lyrics, post mp3's of new songs, and list any special instructions for the music that will be performed.  This web site is the central source of information for all Worship Ministry members.  Therefore, all members are expected to have computers and be able to access the internet.  Members will be provided with login/password information and be expected to attend a brief training session on how to utilize the online resources once they have completed the entire application process.
2. New members will additionally be given a 3-ring binder containing the chord charts and lyrics of all the songs currently in the Clearview Church Worship Arts Ministry song library. 
3. Members are expected to bring their own chord/lyric charts to services and rehearsals for use if needed.  
4. Clearview Church is always looking to add new music to its song catalog for services.  If you have a suggestion, please present it in CD form to the Worship Director.  Although suggestions are welcome, the decision to incorporate them is left to the discretion of the Worship Director. 
Worship Arts Ministry Service Apparel 

All Worship Arts Ministry team members are asked to comply with the appointed dress code for those in leadership positions during service times.  

Acceptable apparel for men:

1. Khaki’s or jeans in good condition with no tears or holes.

2. Button-down shirt.

3. T-shirt’s are acceptable if covered by a suit jacket.

4. Appropriate footwear (no sandals).

Acceptable apparel for women:
1. Skirts that extend below the knees, Khaki’s, or jeans in good condition with no tears or holes.

2. Loose-fitting, modest tops (no spaghetti straps).

3. Loose-fitting dresses.

4. Appropriate footwear (no flip-flops).

Stage Presence for Services

During the service itself, we ask that you actively participate in worship.  The best way for Worship Arts Ministry team members to assist in leading the Clearview Church congregation in worship is to be worshippers!  

1. Maintain an “inviting” appearance.

-Our facial expressions and/or body language can encourage or prohibit the congregation from engaging in worship.

2. Do not be a distraction on stage.

-Refrain from unnecessarily talking to each other during the music set, or engaging in other behaviors that could be distracting to the congregation. 

3. Always listen to and watch for cues from the worship leader.

-Although we put a great amount of effort into planning our services, we respect that the Holy Spirit may lead the service in a different direction.  The worship leader will give the team vocal or gestural cues to indicate if a change in direction is occurring.       
Lifestyle

1.  Above all else, we ask that you have a personal and thriving relationship with Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. 

2.  We ask that you walk in obedience in the area of personal finance—giving your full tithe (10% of your income) to the local church (Clearview) as outlined in scripture.

3.  We ask that you be respectful of each other, those in leadership, and your fellow Clearview Church congregation members.

4.  We ask that you be on time for all services and rehearsals that you are scheduled for.

Please note that the preceding list is not comprehensive, and only represents the non-negotiable aspects for volunteers of the Worship Arts Ministry.  We ask that beyond this list you strive to live a life of obedience to God—allowing Him to daily shape and mold you into the image of Jesus Christ.  

Closing

Thank you for your interest in the Clearview Church Worship Arts Ministry.  We hope that this handbook has answered your questions, and has given you a realistic picture of what your involvement on the Worship Arts Ministry Team would look like.  Please direct any other questions or comments you might have to the Worship Arts Director.    
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